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The 32nd NFA AFG 2022 Convention was a tremendous success. Our Theme There’s No Place Like Our 

Home Group struck a chord in the mist of what is happening in our current times. Remembering that moment 

of finding that one true home where your surrounded by all the love and acceptance you can take. I am forever 

grateful for my home group and my Al-Anon Family.  

Stepping out and standing up to chair the 2022 Convention has prove to be a journey full of hope, happiness 

and tears. I am honored to say I did not do this alone we had a whole village of talented and skilled members 

pull out all the stops to make this past convention possible. I am please to share we had 465 Al-Anon and AA 

and 17 Alateen in attendance. Going into the start of the event we only had 354 preregistered we never 

expected to have 111 onsite registrations. Thank you all for coming out and being a part of the amazing 

weekend. We are still waiting for our invoice from hotel to announce what was made at this years Convention. 

I am positive that it will be profitable.  

Registration was on point they made checking in an enjoyable experience. We had a dedicated team of helpers 

put the bags together and provide information on where the Welcome Center was located. I liked the DYI 

name badge Ideal. It aloud us the opportunity to express oneself. Also, our Volunteers Chair was there at 

registration recruiting much needed helpers before they had a chance to get lost in the excitement.  

Our publicity team came up with the Ideal of Embroidered blankets along with T-Shirts in a variety of sizes. 

We sold out of Blankets Saturday Morning leaving attendees wanting more. We had about 25 t-shirts unsold 

that was donated to a local mission in District 9.  

The Saturday Night Banquet was moment to remember. The tables were decked out with a beautiful 

centerpiece Hot Air Balloon Floating on a cloud and a table runner of the yellow brick road. The Hotel did not 

disappoint they provided us with delicious meal of choice. I had the Chicken that made me craving for more. 

The service they provided during the meal was 5 stars. I would like to acknowledge our Banquet Committee 

for working closely with the Hotel in making our Food and Beverage needs known. We had 198 in attendance. 

I would suggest for upcoming committee to maybe have some banquet sold at the door. 

The Decorations and Signage Committee went above and beyond in providing a colorful array of signage and 

decorations. I was please to see how they used the balloons to show people the way to the Hospitality Suite. I 

was also. We have so many amazing talented individuals in Service.  

Our Sargent at Arms committee made us feel safe by patrolling the event space they also provided escort for 

treasurer. I am sorry I didn’t get a chance to acknowledge them. I know that they worked closely with 

Information First-Aid and Security to redefine the service position for both. This will be passed on to the next 

committee to utilize. 



 

 

In our Welcome Center we had Workshop Chair Check-in, Information & First-aid, Banquet Table 

Assignment & Publicity allowed members flow through with out having to wait in long lines and made it 

easier to share information about what is going on. 

The Workshops with there unique and creative names gave us variety of topics to chose from. The members 

who chaired these workshops really brought their A game. Some of the workshops where so attractive that they 

were standing room only. I was also privilege to attend a few AA workshops. It made me see the pain and 

suffering of what an alcoholic truly faces. Having AA and Spanish Al-Anon open the doors to reach out to 

those in need. This program teaches us about carrying the message forward. 

Boutique, Raffle & Literature this year was located on the same floor as the Workshops. The room was large 

enough to accommodate all three. It availed us the opportunity to have a constant flow of people. I would like 

acknowledge District 6 for providing our Books to sale this year. Pamphlets were brought by District 1. They 

even donated some material to Alateen. We had wide variety of hand made items and arts and crafts that where 

sold. There where also had 115 raffle baskets along with 50/50 tickets being sold. The baskets that where not 

picked up will be brought to Assembly.  

I am pleased to share that we had 17 Alateen. We had several AMIAS volunteers that helped make this 

possible. This year we created a new position Alateen Hospitality. We had to get creative to be able to have 

food and beverage the Alateen could enjoy. 

HAS ANYBODY SEEN WHERE THE HOSPITALITY ROOM IS LOCATED! LOL!! This year we had 

better signage for the Hospitality. It was hard for some to find last year. We had amazing group of Lady’s that 

provided a wide variety of grab and go snacks and beverages. There were also finger food from Publix Friday 

and Saturday Night. We had a few suggestions that will be passed along to next year Hospitality Committee. I 

would also like to thank everyone who donated to the Hospitality Fund. 

The Costume Contest was a rave I couldn’t possibly keep track of how many Dorothy we had. I believe all the 

characters were represented. We even had the Yellow Brick Road Trio. We had an unexpected ALL You Can 

Eat Ice Cream Bar. On Saturday we had a Game Night with Cookies. It a great way to get to meet other 

members and form a common bond.   

I am still dazed by the powerful stories our speakers shared. It takes great courage to get up in front of crowd 

of strangers and reveal your journey on how you came to the program. I would like to Thank each of them for 

there service in carrying the message to others. Our Master of Ceremonies / Cochair set the tone of each 

General session she was fun and creative with here themed attire. The skit on Friday and Saturday made us 

laugh but also showed us the value of what having a Home Group in Al-Anon can really do. We had Lee’s 

Tapes this year provide the equipment to record the speakers. It was great having Jerry and Mouse there to 

man the equipment they were super helpful. We also had the Letti from Spanish Al-Anon translate for or 

Spanish speaking community.  

I am probably missing something. But I am still in OZ waiting for the Taxi. I would just like to close by saying 

that being Chair of the 2022 Convention was a true gift that I will always remember. Doing service work gives 

me the opportunity to work my program on deeper level. I was once one of those chair warmers who sat there 

and let service pass me by. I became stagnant in my program missing that growth and change in my life. Thank 

you to you all for the love and encouragement that each of you have given me.    

2022 Convention Chair 
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