Public Outreach Coordinator
January, 2026 AWSC

The Public Outreach committee is excited for 2026 and is pleased to share
the outcome of the 2025 Public Outreach Project: To raise Alateen awareness to
the schools by reaching out to All Area 9 County Superintendents of School,
Metal Health Coordinators and Social Workers. We sent packages on
September 15, 2025 containing the pamphlets: (1) Youth and the Alcoholic
Parent; (2) Facts About Alateen; (3) Information for Educators; (4)Fact Sheet
for Professionals; (5) Has your Life been Affected by Someone Else’s Drinking?
Alateen is for You!; and (6) Alateens Share with Adults in their Lives. We
followed up via e-mail and here is what we were able to accomplish so far:

County/District Meeting
Amanda Medina, LCSW 11-4-25 @ 1:30 pm
Program Coordinator Mental Health Via zoom

Michele Hudson, Social Worker
Pasco County

(District 5)
Ryan Sturm, M.Ed. 11-5-25 @ 10:00 am
Coordinator Substance Use Prevention Programs | Via zoom

Pinellas County

(District 7)
Maria Marrero 11-6-25 @ 10:00 am
Social Worker Via zoom

Hamilton County

(District 2)
] Kolasa 11-10-25 @ 10:30 am
Director of Student Services Via zoom

Hernando County

(District 5)




Dr. Lashawn Frost
Executive Director, Student Services
Sarasota County

(District 13)

11-11-15 @ 11:00 am
Via zoom

Waiting for a date with
social workers

Jacqueline Roe
Mental Health Coordinator
Sumter County

Needed to reschedule
Waiting for new date

(District 6)

Kristine L. Landry 11-13-25 @ 12:00

Director

Student Services Dept

Lake County Meeting with Mental
Health Liaisons on

(District 6) 1-7-26 @ 9:00 am

Ruth Boykin, LCSW Meeting with the

School Social Work Social Work

Leon County Department

11-14-25 @ 9:00 am

(District 1) Via zoom

Mark R Wendt Waiting for a new date.
Mental Health Specialist

Lake County

(District 10 and 6)

Donnie Tucker
Coordinator

Athletics, Activities, Driver’s Ed and JROTC

Marion County

(District 2)

1-12-26 @ 9:00




Mrs. Tamika Hughes-Leeks, ED.S

Director, Exceptional Education, Mental Health
and Student Services

Director District

Madison County

(District 1)

1-14-26 @ 9:00

Elizabeth Tanner, PSY.S.

Supervisor, Emotional Wellness

Student Services

Michael T. Kelleher

Supervisor, Clinical Care, Mental Health Team
Hillsborough County

(District 8)

1-27-26 @ 10:00
Via Teams

With Student Services
Team

Alice E. Schmitges

Exception Student Education and Student
Services Director

Baker County

(District 3)

Waiting for a date

County Not Interested: DUVAL- DISTRICT 3

Received the following replied from Katrina D. Taylor, Director

School Behavioral Health, Student Support Services

Thank you for your email to Duval County Public Schools. On

behalf of the Superintendent, I am responding to your message. We
appreciate your outreach and your commitment to providing
resources and support for youth impacted by a family member’s
drinking. At this time, Duval County Public Schools offers a variety
of programs and resources designed to meet the social, emotional,
behavioral, and mental health needs of our students. While we are
not currently exploring new programs or partnerships in this area,
the district continually reviews available mental health and
community resources to ensure the best support for our schools. We
will keep your information on file and contact you should an



opportunity arise to collaborate or share Alateen resources with our
school-based mental health teams. Thank you again for your
outreach and for the valuable work you do to support students and
families.

For those Districts who were interested in a list of people we reached out
to - Here is the response we are providing to all counties who request the
information:

Thank you so much for reaching out! We are very excited about
our public outreach project. As you know, all of the outreach
packages were sent out September, 2025, and we are now working on
follow-up with each contact and setting up meetings.

I'm sharing with you the three individuals we contacted from
each county in your District. We kindly ask that you do not reach out
to these same people, as we are already in communication with
them. Instead, please feel free to connect with others within the
school system who might also benefit from learning about Alateen.

More will be revealed as this amazing Alateen outreach
continues to unfold! Please let me know how I can support your
District in this effort.

FLORIDA SCHOOL COUNSELORS’ ASSOCIATION COVENTION

I was grateful to be asked by District 6 to join them and attended the
Florida School Counselors’ Association Convention which was held on Nov. 13-
15. About 400 attendees. We had an exhibitor table and chairs along with our
banners and tablecloth. We included in their registration bags the pamphlet
“Facts About Alateen”. We also provided information and pamphlets at the
table, including a QR code that took them to a link to al-annon.org to know more
about Alateen. We were able to share information about Alateen with school
guidance counselors and other school personnel who attended. We were also
able to speak to some of the counselors who had questions about Al-Anon!



This event also gave me an opportunity to get additional information from
WSO - the Convention committee requested our Logo so that they may add
it to their program and a company description.

Here is what I received from WSO --
USE OF AL-ANON LOGO

To avoid any appearance of affiliation, WSO does not share logo materials for
inclusion in the sponsor lists. Al-Anon's principles emphasize the importance of
not affiliating with or endorsing any outside entity or practice. Therefore, it is
essential for us to ensure that the use of the Al-Anon logo respects these
principles and does not inadvertently give the impression of sponsorship or
endorsement.

AL-ANON - Company description

Al-Anon Family Groups, including Alateen for teens, offer peer-led support to
anyone affected by someone else’s drinking. The program complements
professional therapy and treatment, with members often reporting improved
mental health. Meetings are free, in-person or online, and available worldwide
in multiple languages. Learn more at al-anon.org.

One item that keeps coming up with regard to Alateen meetings in schools is
Florida House Bill 1557 — “Parental Rights in Education” Act (2022)

Key provision regarding Alateen meetings:
Parental notification requirements

o School districts must adopt procedures to notify parents about
changes in their children’s mental, emotional, or physical health
services provided through the school.

o It also prevents schools from withholding information about a
child’s well-being from parents.

Therefore, an Alateen meeting cannot be part of the curriculum without
the parent knowing about it. If a school were to host or coordinate an
Alateen meeting during school hours or as an official school activity, HB
1557’s emphasis on parental notification/consent for services related to


http://al-anon.org/

a student’s well-being could mean the school must notify parents or
require consent if the meeting involves guidance-type support from
school personnel beyond merely providing space.

DISTRICTS PUBLIC OUTREACH MEETING

A reoccurring Districts Public Outreach meeting is available to all
interested in discussing public outreach. Our next meeting is January 22, 2026
at 7:00 pm via zoom. Below is the link for those in public outreach who would
like to join us:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88576053895?pwd=TkdGM31RaGMxSOVT
L3IzREp0a3VOUTO09

Meeting ID: 885 7605 3895 Passcode: 221819

Looking forward to seeing you at AWSC!
With Love in Service,
Carmen S

Florida North Area Public Outreach Coordinator

Service Manual: “As the name implies, Alateen is designed for members in their
teens. Alateens are members of the Al-Anon fellowship. Where there is no
Alateen meeting available, young people are encouraged to attend Al-Anon
meetings.”


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88576053895?pwd=TkdGM3lRaGMxS0VTL3IzREp0a3V0UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88576053895?pwd=TkdGM3lRaGMxS0VTL3IzREp0a3V0UT09

