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What is the WSC? Why is it held?  (April 20 –  
 
“World Service Conference (WSC), Al-Anon’s annual business meeting”   
 
Who Attends?  

• Delegates from the World Service Conference Structure 

• Representatives from other countries 

• Board of Trustees  
• Executive Committee  
• Voting members of the World Service Office (WSO) 
• Administrative Staff 
• Other WSO personnel.  

 
“The Conference provides guidance to the WSO on service matters that are 
brought to its attention.”  
—Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual (P-24/27), "World Service Handbook 
section page 143  
 

“The World Service Conference makes the group conscience available and 
effective for all Al-Anon.  

• It is the practical means by which the group conscience can speak; it is 
the voice of world Al-Anon and the guarantee that our world services 
shall continue to carry on under all conditions.  

• The Conference protects Al-Anon and Alateen against a service 
breakdown; it makes for unity and enables our fellowship to act as a 
whole upon important matters. 



• This makes it the principal guarantor of Al-Anon and Alateen’s harmony 
and survival.”  
 

—Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual (P-24/27), “World Service Handbook” 
section page 164 
 

Updates since our July AWSC and September Assembly… 

 
1. WSC Agenda Collaboration Work Group 
2. Does Al-Anon Have a Specific List of 12 Principles? 
3. Road Trip 2025 
4. 2028 Al-Anon International Convention 
5. Love Gifts for Conference 
6. Celebrate 75 Years!  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
WSC Agenda Collaboration Work Group 
 
Background:  

• For many years, Delegates have not been a part of the Conference 
Leadership Team (CLT) 

• This team sets the Agenda for and facilitates the World Service 
Conference (WSC) 

• At WSC 2024, a task force, including the CLT and 3 Delegates, was 
formed and was charged with considering how Delegates could be 
selected for, and participate on the CLT, to contribute to the WSC 
agenda development.  

• The Task Force proposed three areas of the Conference Agenda where 
Delegate input would be beneficial.  

• Evidence of the 65 year conversation: proposed by Panel 58 when Covid 
required the first electronic WSC, resulting in limited Delegate 
participation at the Conference.  

• One of the areas identified is the WSC Agenda Collaboration Work 
Group 

 
Charge:  



• Work Group creates, and refines annually, a method to collect WSC 
topic ideas and implement the following Conference  

• Work Group reviews feedback and provides a prioritized list of 
recommendations to the CLT for consideration  

• CLT evaluates these recommendations in addition to topics from other 
sources, including but not limited to the CAI Education Work Group and 
the Board of Trustees, to develop the Preliminary WSC Agenda  

• Work Group reviews the Preliminary WSC Agenda, and provides 
feedback to the CLT from the Delegate perspective on content, 
Delegate familiarity/preparedness, timetable, organization, and 
opportunities for Delegate participation  

 
Additional Charge:  
Work Group will prepare responses to each Delegate who submitted 
ideas informing them of the outcome of their submission and will post a 
response on WSC Members with the statistics and outcome of the Work 
Group efforts to evaluate the submissions. 

 
Work Group Chairperson: Moi! 

3 Delegates 
2 Conference Leadership Team 

 
Update since last meeting: 

▪ Work Group met again following the October Board meeting and 
reviewed the proposed agenda 

▪ Work Group provided feedback to the CLT, from the Delegate 
perspective, on content, Delegate familiarity/preparedness, 
timetable, organization, and opportunities for Delegate participation 

 

  
We were asked this question and “Googled” it. We found that… 

 
What can and can’t we do about it? 
 

• Before we get to that here are Google’s references: 
“From al-anon.org: 

http://al-anon.org/


- al-anon.org/blog/... 
- al-anon.org/for-members/the-legacies/... 
- al-anon.org/for-members/the-legacies/the-twelve-steps 

- al-anon.org/for-members/the-legacies/...” 
 
•  Next, here is Google’s response: 

 
“Yes, Al-Anon has specific lists of 12 guiding principles, primarily 
the Twelve Steps, which are for personal recovery, and the Twelve 
Concepts of Service, which guide the organization's structure, but they 
aren't usually called "12 Principles" as one single list; rather, they are core 
ideas embedded in the Steps, Traditions, and Concepts. Key principles 
often highlighted include unity, anonymity, hope, acceptance, 
willingness, service, and reliance on a Higher Power, adapted from AA 
but unique to Al-Anon's focus on supporting families of alcoholics.”  

 
It helps to understand how this works, and while their flat answer of 
"Yes..." is incorrect it does go on to reference the foundation of our 
Spiritual Principals found in our Legacies.  

 
What can we do? 
 

1. First we have to admit that we are powerless over technology and how AI 
interprets the content it is referencing.  
 

2. Second, as you may or may not know, the World Service Office is 
undertaking a complete redesign of the al-anon.org website in 2026 and 
as we are updating content we are considering that AI is another 
audience for our content and will look for ways to provide more clarity 
which may improve the quality of these AI interpretations. 

 
Back to the original question:  
 
“Does Al-Anon Have a Specific List of 12 Principles?”  
 

• No, there is no one list of (just) 12 principles 

• The spiritual principles embodied in our Legacies (The Steps, 
Traditions and Concepts of Service) are far more numerous than 12 
and are open to interpretation. 

https://al-anon.org/blog/what-exactly-are-al-anons-spiritual-principles/
https://al-anon.org/for-members/the-legacies/the-twelve-traditions/
https://al-anon.org/for-members/the-legacies/the-twelve-steps/
https://al-anon.org/for-members/the-legacies/the-twelve-concepts-of-service/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Twelve+Steps&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1141US1141&oq=does+al-anon+have+a+specific+list+of+12+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgBECEYoAEyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRirAjIHCAgQIRirAjIHCAkQIRiPAtIBCjE3ODY2ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBRZDlWcZKTjL&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBpvOF25fVsstB1ydGb26gfrba5s4B7ixKOhflGn9DmWJLeB2H3bA-ipPnoT1UMOQPeJgMwEVv9ORmFAvcSJZnbvZH2mn9LXmUKKzvOzYzAZPHWPWBVDklFjQwUGW_tiVJDsBmaKfbAV7tMPbVZAWZMUt6hU0NM3utHHournwBJjhOZMGGHkbjmQkI9flcuF1e-miKxM488_5ZomsBa3vCdieB2YCy_452MHUympIZk4lxgFcdUb1qRRh3J-IF38fCSM5hiE_nmSLzRf4kItjpo&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwj7sdr24PmRAxWEVjUKHbWYFDsQgK4QegQIARAB
http://al-anon.org/


• We can find some lists, particularly within our Conflict Resolution 
Kit (K-70 ) Tradition Cards that pair a principle to each Tradition 

• Also in 2018 as an exercise spiritual principles were suggested for 
each element of KBDM 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• The Board had an incredible Al-Anon adventure:  
• Hosted by the Board of Trustees, this year’s Road Trip was in Omaha, 

Nebraska!  
• Saturday, October 25, 2025. 
• Board Meeting  took place PRIOR To The Road Trip 
• The Road trip is an opportunity to meet and learn about the Board  
• During The Road Trip the Board shared what they do 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

July 20-22, 2028, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Love Gifts for WSC 
 
Although Delegates may hand-carry love gifts to Newport News, Virginia to 
share with other Conference members, the WSO will not accept any boxes, 
packages, or large envelopes of love gifts delivered to the hotel. 
 
Conference Mail: 
 
The address for those members in your Area who wish to send you cards and 
letters of support is:  

Conference Member Name (Hold for WSC 4/20-4/24, 2026)  
Newport News Marriott at City Center, 740 Town Center Dr. Newport 
News, VA 23606 

Please plan to have cards arrive after April 17. Remember to include the 
trusted servant's name and home address as the return address in case mail 
delivery is delayed.  
  



We ask that you consider and share this message from the WSO: 
 

"Regarding the use of CAL quotations in/on love gifts-we recognize 
that the World Service Conference has established a Copyright 
Policy. However, we also acknowledge that consistently putting this 
policy into practice regarding love gifts is not only challenging and 
time-consuming to the members creating love gifts, but also to Staff 
involved with the reprint approval process. We are also aware that 
reprint requests submitted for love gifts are few and far between, and 
yet CAL quotations continue to be included without permission on/in 
many love gifts." 
  
“Therefore, rather than strong insistence on written reprint 
permission for love gifts, which could possibly bring more work to 
Staff than it is able to accommodate, the WSO is providing the 
following guidance to be considered in the creation of love gifts." 
 

1. Consider using items in public domain, such as one of the 16 
slogans, the Serenity Prayer, or Just for Today (M-12). 

2. If you quote from CAL: 
o   Distribute the love gift only within the fellowship 
o   Keep the quotation brief-from a few words to a couple 

sentences 
o   Quote accurately-keep original wording without alterations 
o   Include the title and page number the quote is from 

 
Limit it to one-time use 

 

It’
 

Al-Anon Family Groups 
Serving Members for 75 Years 

 
April 25, 2026 Following the WSC Conference 

Questions Answers 



 


